


SmartHub to replace E-Bill in April

Upgrade will be seamless for E-Bill users, easy to sign up for new users

A change is coming to make your account
management easier, more flexible and mobile!

Ten Reasons you'll love SmartHub:

1. Provides 24/7 secure access to your account from a
computer, tablet or mobile phone;

2. Notifies you when a new electric bill has been generated
S and includes a link to your account for quick payment of
your bill or to review your account information.

3. Allows you to pay electronically using your Visa or
MasterCard or an electronic check transaction.

4.You can set up recurring automatic payments using your
checking or savings accounts.

5. Displays posting of payments in real time, so you know
your payment has been applied.

6. Provides current and historical billing information and
payment history.

7. Shows daily, weekly and monthly electric usage in easy
to understand graphics so you can match electric use to
your bill.

Rural electric cooperatives
everywhere are upgrading
their online bill pay and
account management tools
to SmartHub. That'’s because
it provides more of the
convenience our members

8. Gives you the option to go paperless, if you choose.

9. Allows you to set up payment alerts.

3 K

have been asking for. Like / \

E-Bill, members can access . | ‘ ® 10. Includes a FREE app for your smartphone or tablet.
their account information, pay O Simply search for “SmartHub” on either the Apple
their bill and keep on top of Store or Android Market. Once the app is open, type
their account. SmartHub just makes it easier to do all of these things and in “Meeker Cooperative” as the power provider. Your
more, from anywhere using your computer, tablet or mobile phone with login information is the same as what has been set
the SmartHub mobile app. up in E-Bill.

Sign up starting April 1 at www.meeker.coop and click on the SmartHub button and follow the prompts.
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Meeker Cooperative’s 82nd Annual Meeting
Get to Know the District 1 Director Candidates

District 1

Roseville and Irving in Kandiyohi County; Paynesville in Stearns County; Union Grove in Meeker County

Paul Bugbee
29659 Queen Bee Lane
Paynesville, MN 56362

Paul Bugbee has
been a member
of Meeker
Cooperative for
more than 30
years. He is the
owner/operator
of Bug-Bee
Hive Resort, Inc.
located on '
Lake Koronis.

Strengths that Paul believes he would
bring to the Board include a long history
of civic involvement, service on boards
and proactive pursuits in the area of
political and legislative involvement,
advocacy and lobbying. He sees his
experience as a small business owner

to be of value, and his strong writing
and communication skills as additional
benefits to the Board.

Short-term goals that Paul sees as
important include the maintenance

of an excellent cost/value ratio,
excellent customer relations and
service, and excellent communications
and transparency.

Long-term goals Paul thinks are
important include the steady movement
toward renewable energy while honoring
contractual commitments, ensuring
cost-efficiency and uninterrupted energy
supplies that keep pace with increasing
energy demands.

Regarding the renewable energy mandate,
Paul believes this is understandable and
admirable, but that it’s necessary to assess
the practicality of meeting this mandate
within the framework of supply/demand
and cost considerations. He would like

to see limited EPA regulation through
education and understanding.

Paul believes that climate change is an
issue and that we need to maintain a
balance between environmental concerns,
increased demands and keeping costs low
in a rapidly changing world.

Darrol Mason
52959 CSAH 20
Paynesville, MN 56362

Darrol Mason
has been a
Co-op member
for six years

and is retired
from a company
whereby he sold
equipment to the
Co-op industry
for 35 years.

Darrol believes that his knowledge of
the cooperative business in general is a
strength that he would bring to the Board
of Directors.

A short-term goal that he would like

to see as a priority is the continued
education of members on the tools
available to help them reduce their energy
usage. One idea is to have a team of
energy auditors available for individuals
and businesses to use in an effort to
determine their best energy practices.

As a long-term goal of the Co-op, Darrol
would like to continue to work with
energy suppliers to offer the best rates

to members, and to evaluate costs of
alternative power sources. He believes it’s
vital to work with MREA and legislators
to help keep all costs of power in line.

Darrol sees the renewable mandate

of producing 25% of energy from
renewables by 2025 as optimistic and
not cost-effective. He sees those sources
of energy as nice, but expensive to
install and maintain. At the same time,
he believes it’s important to keep the
environment in mind and reduce the
carbon footprint as much as possible.

Darrol believes that EPA oversight is
necessary, but often over-reaching in
their authority.

The biggest concern is keeping the cost
of production and distribution of
electricity in line while meeting
government mandates.
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Juanita Olson, Incumbent
18130 175th St. NE
Paynesville, MN 56362

Juanita Olson
has been a
cooperative
member for 53
years and is now
retired from
self-employment
as a dairy farmer.
She has been a
Meeker Co-op
Director for

18 years.

Juanita believes that a strong commitment
to the cooperative way of business, her
experience and ability to work well with
others are strengths that she brings to

the Board. She sees that her willingness
to listen to others’ points of view before
making decisions is also an important
trait that allows her to be a valuable
member of the Board.

Juanita believes the top goal of Meeker
Cooperative is to provide reliable
electricity and other services to
member-owners at reasonable rates
that are competitive, a goal that she
believes is made tougher by mandates
that require the use of more renewable
energy sources.

Juanita values the use of energy
efficiency to control the use of energy
and encourages research into efficiencies
that can be taken advantage of. As far
as renewable energy is concerned,
Juanita supports these energy sources
as part of the total energy mix, but
wind, solar and other renewable
resources are not things that should

be subsidized, but should stand on
their own and not put undue burden on
members and existing infrastructure.

Juanita is concerned about the
over-reaching authority of the EPA and
would like to see change in that area for
the good of the membership. While it

is necessary to be good stewards of the
environment, she is concerned with the
added cost to members.

To sum up, Juanita believes that the
biggest concern for the Co-op’s Board
of Directors is maintaining infrastructure
in an effort to keep costs down and
power reliable, while meeting mandates
and regulations.

o www.meeker.coop

Daniel Topp
38873 560th Ave.
Eden Valley, MN 55329

Daniel Topp has
been a Co-op
member for 21
years and is
self-employed
in farming.

Daniel believes
his strong sense
of community
in a rural area, a

T
N
||.HH||II|||| .I 1
commitment to serve and being a
strong supporter of Meeker Co-op and
the cooperative business model are

strengths that he would bring to the
Board of Directors.

Daniel sees rate affordability as the
number one short-term goal of Meeker
Cooperative. This goes along with

his long-term goal of exploring
cost-effective ways of supplying
energy to keep rates down.

Daniel believes that the mandate of
producing 25% of all energy from
renewable sources by 2025 should be
brought into perspective with regard to
the rural cooperative and whether this is
cost-effective. This also applies to any
conservation mandates.

Additionally, renewable sources of
energy should also meet the test of
cost-effectiveness for the Co-op.

Daniel believes that alternative means of
energy can be good for people to invest
in, but should be done through Meeker
Cooperative, not “off the grid.”

Daniel has concerns with the Clean
Power Plan and other EPA regulation due
to the potential cost of implementation of
any plan to the members.

Daniel sees the importance of keeping
distribution infrastructure well
maintained for reliable electricity

and to meet the increasing demand
being placed on it.

Overall, keeping electric rates affordable
for the membership is the top priority for
Daniel. He sees that low electric rates are
a big concern to members.
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Mark your calendars for the 2017 Annual Meeting April 3!

2. Receiving and acting upon reports of officers, directors and committees;

matters as necessary for the best interest of the Association.

3. Electing three directors of the Cooperative to fill offices of those whose terms expire on April 3, 2017;
4. Considering any unfinished business and taking up such new business as shall properly come before the meeting and acting on such

Meeker Cooperative Light and Power Association Notice of Annual Meeting

Please take notice that the Annual Meeting of the members of Meeker Cooperative Light and Power Association will be held at 7:30 p.m. Monday, April 3, 2017, at Meeker
Cooperative, 1725 U.S. Hwy. 12 E., Suite 100, Litchfield, Minnesota, for the following purposes:

1. Reading of, and acting upon, the unapproved minutes of the 2016 annual meeting;

Karen L. Becker, Secretary

[ ]
Pioneer Ads — Free want ad service for members. Please limit your
ad to nine words, one word per line. One phone number please. Use the
coupon below or pick one up in our office. Ads will be printed for one month
only. Please submit a new ad if you want it published more than one month.
Include your name and address, which will be used for identification purposes
only. Ads must be received by March 30 to be included in the April issue.

| Please run this ad in the next Pioneer I
l Name:
Please check
| Address: I
I Telephone number: " For Sale, Misc. I
|l Remember to limit your ad to nine words! __ Agricuttural |}
Automotive
| — |
! 2 2 _ Wanted

I 4 5 6 ___ Giveaway I
I _ Service I
I Z . g ___ ForRent I

I Clip and Send to: Meeker Cooperative, 1725 US Hwy. 12, Suite 100, Litchfield, I
MN 55355 Attn: Becky Sorenson or email rsorenson@meeker.coop
L-----------------‘

NOTICE OF NEW POLICY FOR MEMBER
BUSINESSES/FARMS ADVERTISING

The Classified Ad section of the Pioneer has always been for members

to buy and sell items they no longer want. However, we have allowed
advertising for some items such as storage spaces, bales, meat and other
agricultural products, even though they are products sold as part of a
business. We want to continue to allow our farmers and member businesses
to advertise, and to allow “service” and “for rent” ads again, but we need

to keep the bulk of this page for our standard classified ads. Therefore,
effective immediately, we are instituting a new system to allow business
advertising on a rotating basis. Please advertise your products/services
according to the schedule below.

January, February, March: Appliance service/pick-up, home
maintenance services such as sewer, foundation, etc.

April, May, June: Auto repair, yard services, salon, dog groom, etc.

July, August, September: Agricultural products (hay, meat, honey,
etc.)

October, November, December: Storage, rental, hand-made
crafts, gift items, for rent, etc.

Only member businesses need follow this schedule. All other members may
submit ads as before. For questions/additions, call Becky at 320-593-4113.
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For Sale - Miscellaneous

- $3,000. 320-248-4270.
- - Craftsman 20-gal. air
© compressor, new in box.
© 320-857-2736.

- Clam Kenai 1-man fish
house., still in box. $200/0bo.
320-764-2106.

- Purebred Jack Russell puppies.

$450/ea. Call/text 320-699-0033.
- $55.320-275-2958.

- Window A/C unit, working. $50. :
-« Never used kitchen sink

faucet w/pull-out sprayer.

© 320-275-2274.

: - New boat canvas for 19-ft.

© Crestliner #1850. Half price.

' 320-693-7424.

: « Antique Kochs barber chair

- (1905). 320-693-7424 or

© 320-275-9694.

© +300-gal. gas tank. $75. Gas

© pressure washer, k. new. $100.
- 507-647-2322.

- + 2013 Sprinter 30-ft. w/full

- wall closet/dinette set. $17,900.
©320-764-2592.

- Meade telescope M.A. 25mm,
1,000mm mirror lens, USA Vivitor :
© V3000. 320-693-9306.

- Bowling bag on wheels, like

© new. 320-693-9306.

© « Quickie Iris Matrix rotational
tilt wheelchair w/Roho cushion.
© 320-905-5376. .
© - Plantar Fasciitis night splints, sz. :
- small, used twice. 320-905-5376.
: + Medline hydraulic Hoyer,

= lifts 400 Ibs. Never used.

© 320-905-5376.

: : - 320-221-0464.
3 For Sale - Automotive -Wooden extension ladders.
320-221-0464.

320-693-3306.
- Lake home Minnie Belle.

I Walk-out basement, Irg. lot.

763-533-6910.

- John Deere 300 Series

cab, blade, snow blower.
320-275-3963.

- Pickup camper opens to
A-frame. Exc. cond. $1,200/0bo.
320-373-5051.

- 2006 Arctic Cat 4-wheeler,
used very little. $1,195/0bo.
320-295-1017.

- Craftsman snowblwr., 24, 5 hp
Tecumseh needs impeller. $50.
320-275-3765.

- 2013 Keystone Sprinter 311BHS. :

Mint. Wintered inside. $18,900.
320-221-40438.

- Location #01-07-402

- John Deere LT160 mower w/
bagger, Bobcat tire chains.
320-243-8033.

- Wood dog house, playhouse
(reduced price), 2 pair drapes.
320-693-7653.

- Weld-wire dog kennel w/top.
5x10x6, k. new. $395/0bo. (570
new). 320-582-0443.

- Split hardwood, $125/cord.
Delivery avail. 320-894-7013.

- 2005 Simplicity lawn tractor, 20
hp, 50” mower, snowblwr w/cab.

+ Pickup load firewood, you haul.

© + 2000 S-10. Trans. bad, motor
- gd. New tires. Best offer.
© 320-221-3918.

Find your location number

our location numbers have

panel. Good Luck!

been hidden within this
Pioneer. If you find your number and claim it by calling
Meeker Cooperative by March 30 you
will have $10 credited to your account!
If you find your location number and all
your information is correct in our system
when you call, you will receive a bill
credit equal to one month'’s output from
a Meeker Member Solar Project solar

&

www.meeker.coop

: +2001 Chev. Impala, 137k mi., no
- rust. $2,900. 320-275-3963.

-« Four 1964 SS hubcaps, 14, gd.
shape. $100. 320-275-3765.

: + Four 215/55/R16 Motocraft

© stealth rims, Y tread. $50.

- 320-275-3765.

A For Sale - Agricultural

- 3-pt. hydraulic wood splitter.
: $375/0bo. 320-764-2286.

- +JD7200 8row30Vac Day Fert.
© $35.320-398-7061.

Services

- For all your concrete needs,

© commerc./resid./agri.

- 320-286-6394.

© « Interior/exterior painting.

© One room, $99.95 plus paint.

- 320-223-4386.

-+ J. Austin Const.: Pole bldgs..,
concrete, excav./demo. Lic./

- Insured. 320-492-6364.

-+ Perfect Paint LLC: Inter./Exter.
© paint, stain, decks, woodwork.
320-275-9173.

- - 15hp Johnson short shaft.
: 320-221-3918.

: +0ld barn door/hardware/

* hinges/hasps/latches.

- Portable dog kennel, 29x26x42
: long, gd. cond. 320-221-2103.
- Baby calves. 507-276-5834.

- 28-ft. steel frame dock

: on rubber tire wheels.

© 952-446-1273.

- < Treadmill. Works but needs

g . some work, also. 320-398-8722.

- - Two cute cats need good home.
. House trained. 612-356-3796.
.+ ColorT.V.s 507-647-2322.
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